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growth of vegetation impossible. The glue he also
thought might be used by itself, or mixed with lime-water.
In 1816, W. Chapman tried experiments with yellow
soap, and in 1817 he conducted a number of further
experiments with lime, s'oap, and alkaline and mineral
salts, as preservative agents. One preservative solution
which was recommended by this inventor consists of
i Ib. of copper sulphate (blue vitriol) dissolved in 4 gals,
of rain-water, and applied hot. Another solution is i oz.
of corrosive sublimate to a gallon of rain-water applied
in a like condition.
In 1822 a patent was obtained by Oxford for what he
claimed to be an improved method of preventing the
decay of timber. The invention consisted in the extrac-
tion of the essential oil of tar by distillation and at the
same time saturating it with chlorine gas. With the
oil thus obtained suitable proportions of oxide of lead,
carbonate of lime and carbon of purified coal tar in a
finely disintegrated condition were mixed. This com-
position is to be applied in thick coatings to the wood to
be preserved.
Hancock in 1825 suggested the use of a solution con-
sisting of i| Ib. of caoutchouc in 3 Ib. of essential oil,
9 Ib. of tar being afterwards added.
The above mentioned are a few of the processes for
the preservation of wood invented during the period that
elapsed from the date of Glauber's experiments, many
of which would doubtless be found to be more or less
effective for the purpose, the chief question being the
commercial one as to the possibility of economical appli-
cation.
In 1831 hydraulic pressure for forcing the preservative
agent into the wood was first patented and used by a
Frenchman named Bryant                  ^